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Briefs

SUNDAY SERVICES
Worship at 8:00 am and 10:00 am

183 N. Main St., Canandaigua

Church Office 585-394-4818
www.st-johns-episcopal.org

For Two Centuries...
The Episcopal Church

in Canandigua

G
In Loving Memory of

Grace L. Martin

G
g
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You left us suddenly
much too soon. 
You were a wonderful 
lady. I wish you 
could see my children 
missing you, especially
on the holidays.

Love, your son,
 Terry

56 South Main Street
Historic Downtown Canandaigua

585-394-6528

After
Christmas

Sale!

OPEN Monday 
New Year's Eve • 7am-10pm

Special Dinner Menu
Starting at 5:00

Filet Oscar • Jumbo Stuffed Shrimp
Surf & Turf – Tenderloin w/Lobster Tail

Chicken Romero • Prime Rib
Seafood Rockefeller

Call for Reservations

POLIMENI’S RESTAURANTPOLIMENI’S RESTAURANT
26 LAKESHORE DRIVE

CANANDAIGUA

394-1410

LESS THAN 
PERFECT 
CREDIT?
RECENTLY 
DISCHARGED 
BANKRUPTCY?

We want to help you drive a new or used vehicle
and rebuild your credit at the same time!

If you have a steady employment history and 
a reasonable down payment, call today!
Apply 24 hours a day using your touch 

tone phone or via the internet.

www.262credit.getayes.com

HBOB

1-888-262-CREDIT(2733)

“I see a new vehicle 
and improved credit 
in your future.”

þ CANANDAIGUA: IN THE FIELD
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Possibly done for the season, a combine was recently spotted in a cut cornfield on Buffalo Street Extension.

Economists from the Fed
track an uptick in jobs, but
the region still trails the
nation.

By BILLIE OWENS
Messenger Post Staff

Upstate New York’s job growth
has been modest but steady, with
20,000 new jobs created in 2007,
according to the latest report by
the Federal Reserve Bank’s Buffa-
lo branch.

The regional economy is slowly
recovering, but job creation still
lags behind downstate and the
nation. 

The report “Upstate New York
Employment Trends,” released
last week, says private-sector
employment — which makes up
about 80 percent of all upstate
jobs — has grown at an annual
rate of 0.4 percent since 2004. The
nation’s job growth has been
about 2 percent annually during
that time.

The decades-long trend away
from factory jobs to service indus-

tries continues and appears
unlikely to be reversed, according
to the report’s authors, economists
Jason Bram, James Orr and Rae
Rosen.

Most job gains have been in
financial services, education and
health care.

In Ontario County, according to
the 2000 Census, 62,495 people
had jobs. Of those, 13,655 were in
retail, 17,380 were in services and
8,383 worked in government or
government-related jobs. Farm
employment was 1,404 and manu-
facturing was 8,507.

From 2000 through 2006, the
sector with the most growth was
education and health services in
both the nation and upstate New
York. About 40 percent of upstate
employment is in these fields, as
well as leisure/hospitality and
business/professional services.

Those sectors spurred growth
despite losses in manufacturing,
communications/information,
trade, transportation and utilities
sectors, the report shows.

Unemployment rates are at or
near five-year lows, but that’s
because the population has been

decreasing — although Ontario
County has a slight gain, as do a
few other areas. Albany, Glens
Falls and Ithaca added jobs
throughout the decade, but other
areas showed mix results.

Since 2000, the Rochester metro
area’s economy has been especial-
ly hard hit by the loss of manufac-
turing jobs. Employment in
durable goods fell by more than 30
percent between 2000 and 2006,
but has edged upward this year.  

Contact Billie Owens at (585)
394-0770, Ext. 320, or at
bowens@mpnewspapers.com

Upstate economy is showing signs of life

Clifton Springs’city fathers left
the village with some unusually
high buildings. But can the
community afford a new ladder
truck in the event those
buildings catch on fire?

By LAUREL WEMETT

Messenger Post Correspondent

CLIFTON SPRINGS — If this village
of 2,000 seems a bit larger-than-life,
that’s because it is.

Unlike most Finger Lakes villages,
Clifton Springs has several four- and
five-story buildings, the kind that fire-
fighters need a ladder truck to reach
should the unthinkable happen.

But a new ladder truck runs $750,000
or more, and the local fire department
can’t expect too much more out of the
1949 model it bought for $1 in the
1970s from Ontario County.

And the unthinkable does happen. In
September, a fire broke out in the
kitchen of an apartment on the fifth
floor of the Spa Apartments.

“It could have been serious,” said
Ovid Randall, manager of the senior-
citizen housing. He credits a mainte-
nance employee, Eric Bengtson, for
rescuing an elderly resident overcome
by smoke.

The five-story Spa Apartments was
built in 1896 as the Clifton Springs
Sanitarium. Ironically, Henry Foster,
who offered baths in mineral water at

the sanitarium, built it of brick in an
effort to make it fireproof, having lost
an earlier wood-frame building to fire.
Across the road is the four-story Fos-
ter Block, built in 1865 as a hotel. Now
owned by Rural Opportunities, it con-
sists of apartments above ground-floor
businesses. At the east end of Main
Street, the five-story Maxwell Hall is
occupied by the Finger Lakes Addic-
tion Counseling & Referral Agency
(FLACRA).

Randall agrees it’s time for a new
ladder truck. “It’s when you have an
emergency that there can be prob-
lems” with old equipment, he said.

Clifton Springs Fire Chief Pat Cur-
ran and department President John
Roth have asked the village to commit
more than the $250,000 it previously

offered for a firetruck. Earlier this
month, Curran and Roth, who have
been pricing used ladder trucks,
showed the Village Board a payment
schedule and suggested that the
department could shift some budget
items to cover additional debt. The
firemen said they hope to have a
replacement by 2010.

Mayor Bill Hunter said it would be
fiscally irresponsible to buy a new
vehicle. He asked Curran and Roth
what the village could get for $400,000. 

Even so, the cost of the truck would
not be spread evenly. About 43 percent
of village property is tax-exempt,
Hunter noted. For example, only por-
tions of the Clifton Springs Hospital &
Clinic are taxable. The churches, the
YMCA, the House of John (a hospice),
FLACRA, and the old Teft Avenue
School are tax-exempt. The Spa Apart-
ments makes a payment in lieu of
taxes, as does the Foster Block.

Village Trustee Melissa Kumkey, the
board’s liaison with the fire depart-
ment, agreed to go with a fire depart-
ment representative to ask the larger
tax-exempt organizations for financial
contributions.

The mayor said he and Village Clerk
Lori Reals will “look over the num-
bers” to see what “makes sense” for
the village to pay before the January
board meeting.

Contact Laurel Wemett at (585)
394-0770, Ext. 256, or at messen-
ger@mpnewspapers.com.

Tall order for a small village

It’s when you have an
emergency that there can

be problems (with old
equipment).

Ovid Randall,
Senior citizen housing manager
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Man in guarded
condition after crash
WEST BLOOMFIELD —

A Bloomdale Park resident
was transported to Strong
Memorial Hospital by
Mercy Flight for head and
internal injuries after a
two-vehicle crash on
Routes 5 and 20 Tuesday
morning.

The driver and a passen-
ger in the other vehicle
were taken to Thompson
Hospital for minor injuries.

According to Ontario
County sheriff ’s office,
Robert R. Wallace, 25, of
35 Bloomdale Park, appar-
ently entered 5 and 20
from Wilson Farms gas sta-
tion and collided with an
eastbound vehicle driven
by Robert J. Omeal, 52, of
915 Garnsey Road,
Palmyra.

Omeal and his passenger,
Thomas W. Richter, 46, of
4453 White Way B4,
Canandaigua, were taken
to Thompson; Omeal com-
plained of stomach pain at
the scene, while Richter
had a broken toe.

Wallace had to be extri-
cated from his vehicle
before being flown to
Strong, deputies said. He
was listed in guarded con-
dition today.

The cause of the acci-
dent is under investigation.

Honeoye man’s
vehicle catches on fire

A 19-year-old Honeoye
man escaped injury Satur-
day after his vehicle
caught fire as he was driv-
ing on southbound Route
64 in the town of Bristol,
according to Ontario Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputies.

Aziz M. Rassam, of 5395
Gulick Road, pulled to the
shoulder of the road and
escaped the vehicle before

it became fully engulfed in
flames. A passer-by called
911 and the Bristol Fire
Department responded and
put out the fire at 5:41 p.m.
According to First Assis-
tant Chief William Clark,
faulty wiring in the dash-
board caused the fire.

Seneca County man
dies in accident

WATERLOO — A 22-
year-old man was killed
Christmas Eve when his
car crashed into another
vehicle at a rural intersec-
tion in Seneca County.

Brett Werner, of Romu-
lus, was pronounced dead
after he was removed from
his car and taken to Ge-
neva General Hospital,
according to the Seneca
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment.

Werner was heading
west on state Route 336
when he pulled into the
path of a vehicle headed
south on state Route 96.

Both vehicles slid off the
road. The driver and two
passengers in the other car
suffered only minor
injuries.

East Bloomfield
short one planner

EAST BLOOMFIELD —
East Bloomfield is looking
for an applicant to join the
town Planning Board. A
board vacancy will  be
filled early in 2008 follow-
ing the retirement of board
Chairman Kip Jugle. 

Applicants should be res-
idents of the town. The
Planning Board meets as
needed on Thursday
evenings once a month at
Town Hall. Members get a
$725 annual stipend. For
more information or to
apply for the position, call
Town Clerk April Wade at
(585) 657-6515.

                


