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QUESTIONS? Contact Kevin Frisch, managing editor, at (585) 394-0770 ext. 257 or kfrisch@messengerpostmedia.com

WEB SITE SLIDE SHOW 4B

WINE PICK OF THE WEEK
HERON HILL

DRY RIESLING 2006
~ Gold Medal Winner!

A crisp and flowery wine that exhibits nuances of 
tropical fruit and underlying mineral flavors. Pairs well

with white meats and seafood.

Sale dates 5/10/09 - 5/16/09 With Ryans VIP CARD
2 for $20

(585) 394-4740
Parkway Plaza

Rts. 5 & 20
Canandaigua

CANANDAIGUA

Junior senator
will be in area

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand
will be in Canandaigua on
Saturday to tour the Info-
tonics Technology Center,
one of New York’s Centers
of Excellence. It will be
her first visit to Ontario
County since being ap-
pointed to the Senate by
Gov. David Paterson earli-
er this year to succeed
now-Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Gillibrand will also be
in Irondequoit Saturday
to hold her first
Rochester-area “Senate
at Your Supermarket”
event. She will listen to
constituents and discuss
how the economic crisis
and financial uncertain-
ty are affecting local
small business owners,
their employees and the
communities.

The Infotonics visit is
scheduled for 1:45 p.m.

Supervisors won’t
get raises  

The Ontario County
Board of Supervisors
unanimously passed a
resolution last night keep-
ing their salaries constant
in 2010 and 2011. 

Each member of the
board — comprised of
each town’s supervisor
plus two supervisors rep-
resenting the city of
Canandaigua and three
representing the city of
Geneva — is paid
$13,176 annually. 

The chairman of the
board, currently Ted
Fafinski, R-Farmington,
is paid an additional
$10,498 annually, while
the vice chairman, cur-
rently Wayne Houseman,
R-Bristol, is paid an ad-
ditional $1,040. 

The chairman of the
county’s Financial Man-
agement Committee,
currently Bill Eddinger,
D-Manchester, is also
paid an additional
$1,040 annually.

LEADERSHIP: The county adminis-
trator and deputy county administra-
tor are on board for two more years.

By ALEX BAUER
abauer@messengerpostmedia.com

CANANDAIGUA — Both County
Administrator Geoff Astles and Deputy
County Administrator Darlys McDo-
nough were reappointed to two-year
terms by the Ontario County Board of
Supervisors last night.

Astles, who makes $124,503 annual-
ly and took the county administrator
position in 1999, said it’s a “privilege”
to serve the board.

“I’ve enjoyed working with all the su-
pervisors over the years,” he said. “We
will continue to work together and

meet the challenges that
are presented to us.”

Astles said his major
goals for the next two
years are to “complete
the projects that we’ve al-
ready initiated, rather
than finding new ones to

do, and do them in such a matter that
one, we get them accomplished and
two, we do them in a financially respon-
sible manner.”

Some of the larger projects the coun-
ty has planned include a $31 million
student services center at Finger Lakes
Community College, $18 million in
renovations to the current building at
the college and the $7 million Ontario
County Courthouse extension project.

McDonough said both she and Astles

were evaluated by the county’s Govern-
mental Operations and Improved Meth-
ods Committee over the last few months. 

“I appreciate that the (committee) has
recommended (my reappointment) to
the full board and I would be delight-
ed to serve another two years as deputy
county administrator,” said McDo-
nough, who took the position in 2000
and makes $94,867 annually.

Two top county officials reappointed 
Jazz ensembles
host event tonight

Tenor saxophonist Jose
Encarnacion will be this
year’s featured guest artist
tonight at the Canandaigua
Academy Theatre for the
Academy and Middle
School jazz ensembles’ an-
nual Night Club Night. 

The event runs from
7:30 to 10 p.m. in the
Academy auditorium, and
dancing is encouraged. Ad-
mission is $5 and refresh-
ments will be available for
a donation.

— Messenger Post

RIKKI VAN CAMP/MESSENGER POST

Rescue workers use the Jaws of Life to remove a victim after a two-vehicle crash about 2:30 p.m. Thursday at the in-
tersection of County Road 7 and Outlet Road in Manchester. Ontario County deputies said Paul W. Conklin, 17, of 71
Church St., Phelps, failed to stop at a stop sign and collided with a pickup truck driven by Paul O. Hamelinck, 57, of
165 Landon Ave., Newark. Hamelinck was unconscious at the scene and was flown to Strong Memorial Hospital by
Mercy Flight with a head injury. He remains in the hospital in guarded condition. Conklin suffered lacerations and a
possible head injury and was taken to Strong by Finger Lakes Ambulance. He was treated and released. Conklin was
ticketed for failing to stop at the stop sign.

Manchester: Two hurt in crash

TRIAL: Jury deliberations
continue today in the trial
of Amber Zuke, accused of
failing to properly care for
her son, left helpless by
encephalitis.

By MIKE MASLANIK
mmaslanik@messengerpostmedia.com

CANANDAIGUA — Mem-
bers of the jury cringed when
the image of Jacob Zuke
flashed on the screen in an
Ontario County courtroom
Thursday afternoon. The
twisted, discolored body of
the 6-year-old boy was visible
for only a few seconds, but it

was enough to make some ju-
rors bring their hands to their
faces in horror.

Assistant District Attorney
James Ritts showed that and
other grisly autopsy pictures
as part of his closing argu-
ments in the second-degree
manslaughter trial of Am-
ber Zuke, who stands ac-

cused of recklessly causing
the death of her son.

The boy was found dead in
his Geneva home on Jan. 1,
2008. His emaciated 23-
pound frame covered with
deep ulcers, dried feces and
maggots.

“Jacob was going to die,
but he didn’t have to die like
this,” Ritts said.

The closing arguments
capped off three days of testi-
mony, which included the
medical examiner who per-
formed Jacob's autopsy, social
workers who checked in on the
family and the tearful account
of Amber Zuke, who testified

that she did everything she
could to care for her son.

In the end, the seven men
and five women of the jury
began their deliberations to
decide Zuke’s fate. After delib-
erating for more than an hour
last evening, the jury asked to
continue today. Court was set
to resume this morning.

The maximum sentence for
second-degree manslaughter
is 5 to 15 years in prison.  

Zuke’s estranged husband,
Timothy, will go on trial for
the same charge on June 9. 

In his summation, deliv-
ered before Ritts’, defense at-
torney Frank Hamlin warned

the jury about the pictures
and said their only purpose
would be for “shock value.”

“I assure you, these pic-
tures may be shocking to you,

‘Shocking’ pictures mark end of trial
At any day,
with the con-

dition he was in,
he could have
died.”

— Frank Hamlin, defense
attorney for Amber Zuke

“

We will continue to
work together and

meet the challenges that
are presented to us.”

— Ontario County Administrator
Geoff Astles

“
Astles

Amber Zuke Jacob Zuke

See TRIAL, 8B

HEARING: Questioning yes-
terday focused on changes
Michael Dollard made to
salaries, and his projec-
tions about an operating
deficit for the proposed
community center.

By MIKE MASLANIK
mmaslanik@messengerpostmedia.com

ROCHESTER — Suspend-
ed Victor finance chief
Michael Dollard knew the
town board
was bringing
c h a r g e s
against him
long before his
January sus-
pension, be-
cause he had
access to the
town’s legal bills for the attor-
ney charged with bringing
those charges, his lawyer said.

That and other testimony
marked the end of Dollard’s
five-day civil service hearing
Thursday afternoon in
Rochester. 

Civil service
hearing ends
for Victor’s
financial chief

What’s next?
After the court clerk pro-
duces the transcript of
the hearing, the attorneys
involved in the case have
14 days to submit legal
briefs to hearing officer
Peter Skivington. He will
then consider the briefs
and testimony and sub-
mit his report and recom-
mendations to the Victor
Town Board. He could
rule that any or all of the
10 charges are valid. The
most severe recommen-
dation he can issue is for
Dollard to be fired.

See DOLLARD, 4B

Dollard

         


